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Trawden  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  twenty- 
third  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925,  which  in  respect  of  Infantile 
Mortality  compares  unfavourably  with  last  year’s,  and  the  average  of 
previous  years,  but  favourably  in  other  respects. 

There  were  33  Deaths,  18  males  and  13  females.  This  gives  a 
Death  Rate  of  12  per  1000  of  the  population,  a  decrease  on  1924  and 
also  a  decrease  on  the  average  of  previous  years. 

There  were  30  Births,  20  males  and  10  females.  This  gives  a 
Birth  Rate  of  10.9  per  1000  of  the  population,  a  decrease  on  the  previous 
years,  and  a  large  decrease  on  the  average  of  previous  years. 

No  Illegitimate  Birth  was  recorded. 

There  were  779  inhabited  houses.  An  increase  of  2  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  average  number  of  Inhabitants  to  each  house  was 
slightly  under  4.  No  overcrowding.  Many  more  houses  are  required 
in  the  district.  All  new  houses  built  will  be  perfect  as  regards  sani¬ 
tation. 

Five  infants  died  in  1925.  As  there  were  only  30  born,  this  gives 
an  Infant  Death  Rate  of  166  per  1000  births  registered,  an  increase  on 
the  average  of  previous  years.  Three  of  the  infants  barely  survived 
birth.  One  died  after  nine  hours  of  life,  one  two  days,  both  victims  of 
congenital  defects.  One  infant  who  had  congestion  of  the  lungs  lived 
only  two  hours.  Another  infant,  prematurely  born,  lived  four  days. 
Another  infant  died  aged  two  months,  bronchitis  and  convulsions  being 
the  cause. 
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There  were  2  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  was 
no  'severe  epidemic  of  any  description.  There  were  3  deaths  from 
Pneumonia  and  2  deaths  from  Bronchitis.  There  was  i  death  from 
Cancer. 

No  disease  was  cause  through  the  agency  of  house  flies. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  as  horses  are  getting  fewer  and  fewer, 
year  by  year,  being  supplanted  by  the  petrol  engine,  so  also  are  house 
flies  becoming  rarer.  House  flies  breed  in  refuse  heaps,  and,  to  a  very 
great  extent  in  manure  heaps.  In  a  few  years  manure  heaps  will  become 
things  of  the  past,  and  as  refuse  is  being  dealt  with  vigorously  by  sanitary 
authorities  the  house  fly  will  become  extinct.  Thus  a  great  factor  in  the 
spread  of  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  a  disease  caused  by  food  being  tainted  by 
house  flies,  will  no  longer  exist  and  the  Infantile  mortality  of  the  country 
will  improve. 

The  number  of  Deaths  was  ; — 

In  the  first  year 
Between  i  and  2  years 

,,  2  and  under  5  years 

From  5  to  15  years  ... 

Between  15  and  25  years 
From  25  to  45  years  ... 

„  45  to  65  years . 

„  65  years  and  upwards... 

Total 

The  average  age  at  death  was  50  yea 

Four  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  over  80  years  of  age,  viz  ; 
at  80,  81,  83  and  85  ;  also  deaths  were  recorded  at  75,  76,  77,  78  and  79 
respectively. 

The  greatest  mortality  was  in  the  months  of  February,  May  and 
December,  and  the  least  mortality  in  June. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  noted,  also  two  cases  of 
Diphtheria. 
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One  case  of  Dysentry  was  recorded.  This  disease  was  con¬ 
tracted  during  war  service  abroad. 

One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified  and  two  cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  careful  and  thorough  disin¬ 
fection  is  carried  out. 

d'he  area  of  the  district  is  6,815  acres.  The  urban  portions  con¬ 
sists  of  the  village  of  Trawden  and  the  hamlet  of  Winewall.  The  rest  of 
the  district  is  composed  of  meadow  and  pasture  land  and  moors.  The 
sub-soil  is  clay.  The  district  east  ot  the  Trawden  river  is  on  sandstone 
and  millstone  grit,  varied  by  shale  strata.  On  the  west  of  the  river  there 
is  a  large  coal-field,  which  at  present  is  not  worked. 

The  district  is  high  above  the  sea  level,  the  altitude  varying  from 
520  to  1,700  feet. 

The  population  according  to  the  census  return  for  1921,  was 
2762.  The  estimated  population  for  1925,  is  2741. 

The  staple  industry  of  the  district  is  cotton  weaving.  There  is 
also  a  valuable  sandstone  quarry  and  a  dye-works.  Many  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  make  a  living  by  farming. 

The  people  are  of  a  hardy,  thrifty  and  industrious  type.  Little 
poor-law  relief  is  given  or  required. 

The  rainfall  is  heavy.  No  river  pollution. 

Slaughter  Houses. — All  in  good  condition.  No  complaints. 

House  Refuse. — The  removal  of  refuse  is  satisfactorily  per¬ 
formed.  Disused  quarries  are  used  as  depositing  places. 

Bake-Houses. — Four,  all  in  good  condition. 

Dairies. — None. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — A  still  further  improvement  as 
regards  the  condition  of  the  cowsheds.  The  cattle  are  well  cared  for 
and  well  housed. 
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The  Council  School  educates  and  cares  for  the  children 
under  ideal  conditions.  The  medical  inspection  of  the  children  is 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Lodging-Houses. — None. 

Factories  and  Workshops  are  in  good  order. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  makes  monthly  visits  and  reports  the 
condition  of  the  factories  as  good.  The  Weaving  Sheds  are  kept  clean, 
are  periodically  white-washed  and  are  well  ventilated.  The  workshops 
are  in  good  order. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. —  Fumi¬ 
gation,  disinfection,  general  cleanliness  and  isolation.  The  Council  has 
arranged  with  the  Nelson  Corporation  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing 
when  required. 

Methods  of  Control  of  Tuberculosis. — One  case  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  was  reported.  There  were  two  cases  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  reported.  Two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were 
recorded.  All  cases  of  tuberculosis  come  under  my  observation.  The 
patients  receive  expert  advice  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  also 
Sanatorium  Benefits. 

I  visit  all  parts  of  the  district  daily  and  am  always  well  informed 
of  all  influences  which  may  tend  to  affect  the  public  health. 

Scavenging. — Done  by  employees  of  the  Council.  In  1925, 
15,000  closets  and  4,848  ashpits  were  emptied. 

Sewage. — The  Sewage  Works  are  in  good  order  and  working 
satisfactorily. 

Midwives’  Act. — There  are  no  registered  midwives  in  the 
district.  Maternity  cases  are  frequently  attended  by  the  midwives  from 
the  neighbouring  locality.  The  patients  are  attended  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

House  Accomodation. — 119  houses  were  inspected.  I  con¬ 
sider  that  6  houses  may  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
unless  extensive  repairs  are  made,  and  that  14  houses  require  alterations 
and  repairs  before  they  can  be  classed  as  attaining  a  reasonable  standard 
of  fitness  and  sanitation. 
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There  are  in  the  district  682  closets  of  the  following  classes  : — 


Pails 

303 

3  less  than  last  year. 

Waste  Water  ... 

241 

Same  as  in  1924. 

Clean  Water 

134 

6  more  than  last  year. 

Tanks  ... 

4 

Same  as  last  year. 

Also  428  receptacles  for  ashes  as  follows  : — 

Ashpits...  ...  321 

Ashbins  ...  114  16  more  than  last  year. 

Number  of  conversions  : — 9  Ashpits  to  9  Ashbins. 

Added  : — 3  Fresh  Water  Closets  and  7  Ashbins. 

Nusiances  abated  upon  informal  notice,  6. 

,,  ,,  formal  ,,  i. 

I  have  a  table  showing  the  conversion  of  sanitary  conveniences 
during  the  years  1921  to  1925  : — 
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Mr.  Tatham,  Sanitary  Inspector,  carried  out  disinfection  in  all 
cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  their  Officials 

for  their  sympathy  and  help  in  all  matters  of  importance  relating  to  my 
duties. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  SKEEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Craven  House,  Colne, 
June  19th,  1926. 
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